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The Operation Method of “GU” According to Relation
between Oracle Inscriptions of Ask for the King

and Oracle Inscriptions of Do Not Ask For the King

Tzu-Te Wei

Abstract

This article aims to study the operation method of “Gu,” as it is
different in Oracle inscriptions of ask for the king and Oracle inscriptions of
do not ask for the king. “Gu” can be used as a noun or as a verb, the former
referring to a businessman, the latter exchanging articles. There is only
usage of nouns in the oracle inscriptions of ask for the king, but there are
noun and verb usage in the Oracle inscriptions of do not ask for the king.
Because the Shang Dynasty king did not need to obtain articles through
exchange, verb usage of “Gu” did not appear in the oracle inscriptions of
ask for the king. The duke under an emperor needed to obtain articles
through exchange sometimes, so there are noun and verb usage in oracle

inscriptions of do not ask for the king.

Keywords: Gu, oracle inscriptions of do not ask for the king, article

exchange
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